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Solutions for Family Homelessness showing early signs of 
success
Family homelessness is a harsh reality our community is currently facing, with over 620 families entering 
emergency shelter each year and a far greater number being turned away due to limited capacity. 

Last fall, Strategies to End Homelessness, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and the Family Housing 
Partnership (Bethany House Services, Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cincinnati, The Salvation 
Army and YWCA of Greater Cincinnati), released the “Solutions for Family Homelessness” plan, a strategic 
plan for addressing the issue of family homelessness. 

Since the plan was released, the Steering Committee has continued to implement the plan’s key elements of 
prevention, capacity building, policy change and housing.

Early Accomplishments: 
Collaboration with the Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA)

Starting in 2015 with expansion in 2016, CMHA has begun prioritizing homeless families to receive housing. 
So far, 79 homeless families have received a CMHA voucher. 76 of those families (96%) were able to 
successfully exit homeless services and remain stably housed by using their CMHA vouchers.

Expanded Homelessness Prevention

New funding has been secured for Emergency Assistance programs through the Liz Carter Homelessness 
Prevention Fund, administered by the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the largest provider of Emergency 
Assistance in the region. Over $1,327,700 in total will be provided to at-risk families through the Liz Carter 
Homelessness Prevention Fund, including an 18% increase in funding over the last year. 

Establishing Critical Partnerships with Landlords  

A new Landlord Advisory Group was formed in 2016, with the goal of expanding partnerships between 
private landlords and agencies working with homeless families. The agencies providing families with shelter, 
housing, emergency assistance, youth, and mental health services are developing new efficiencies to better 
support responsible tenants in the community.
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Coordinated Entry
Did you know? Strategies to End Homelessness 
coordinates the system through which homeless 
people gain entry into housing programs in Greater 
Cincinnati. 

Coordinated Entry is the process by which people 
experiencing homelessness are given access to 
housing and assistance based on their level of 
need and resources available in Greater Cincinnati. 
By coordinating the needs of the community with 
available resources, we are able to move people 
experiencing homelessness quickly and efficiently 
through the Continuum of Care. In Greater Cincinnati, 
our Coordinated Entry system reduces the length of 
time people experience homelessness by offering a 
solution to homelessness: housing.

Our Coordinated Entry Specialists match individuals 
and families to appropriate programs and resources 
as space becomes available. The agencies receiving 
referrals work to assist clients in obtaining permanent 
housing as quickly as possible, beginning the journey 
back to self-sufficiency.

From the blog: how you can fight homelessness
Donate your time – volunteer

First and foremost, we encourage 
everybody to volunteer for one of our 
many partner agencies throughout 
Greater Cincinnati in the work they do. 
From serving a meal at a shelter, to sorting 
clothing, your time is one of the most 
valuable resources you can provide.

Educate yourself – understand the causes of 
homelessness

Homelessness doesn’t exist in a vacuum, and 
most people who experience homelessness 
don’t become homeless overnight. Rather, 
the interplay of many complicated problems 
creates a perfect storm, leading a person 
to homelessness. Find data, fact sheets and 
more on our website!

Share information – educate others

Educate your friends and family about the 
realities of homelessness. Dispel myths, 
and tell them how they can fight to end 
homelessness. Your voice, echoed among 
your social networks, can influence both 
peers and colleagues. Small, collective social 
actions can change public perception, inform 
and influence dialogues, and change the law.

Download Street Reach

Get out your smart phone! The Street 
Reach app is available for free for iOS 
and Android devices, and allows you to 
connect people who are sleeping in spaces 
not intended for habitation with our street 
outreach workers. Street Reach provides 
important data to outreach workers, who 
can provide potentially life-saving shelter 
and housing services.

Read more on our new website’s blog!
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Strategies to End Homelessness assists Northern Kentucky
Realizing the need for greater coordination of services offered to people experiencing homelessness across 
the river, Strategies To End Homelessness has partnered with agencies in Northern Kentucky to coordinate 
services that will increase efficiency of homelessness services. 

We have expanded our mission to not just lead a coordinated community effort to end homelessness in 
Hamilton County, but in all of Greater Cincinnati. We supported the reopening of Family Promise of NKY, 
which provides overnight shelters, meals, transportation and case management services to homeless 
families. We also helped begin a Coordinated Entry system in Northern Kentucky, giving people a more 
efficient path out of shelter and into permanent housing. With our interconnected cities, and intertwined 
issues that lead to homelessness, these efforts will allow us to broaden our support across Greater 
Cincinnati, and help more of our homeless neighbors find a stable place to call home.

Shelterhouse opens its doors this winter 
December 8th marked the opening of the Winter Shelter in Greater Cincinnati. A place of rest for those 
who would otherwise be sleeping on the streets or in places not meant for human habitation, the expanded 
Winter Shelter capacity, provided at the Shelterhouse facility located at 411 Gest St. in Queensgate, served 
approximately 600 people last year. 

Shelterhouse provides comprehensive services on site to shelter and nourish homeless men and women 
who otherwise would go without. Shelterhouse provides two  low-barrier shelters, and  empowers residents 
with holistic case management, health and employment services – while helping them to secure permanent 
housing.

‘Strategies’ Calls on Local 
Landlords to Solve Housing Crisis
In an effort to create greater efficiency for Cincinnati’s 
Continuum of Care, Strategies to End Homelessness has issued 
a call to landlords in Greater Cincinnati who are willing to rent 
their property to homeless families this season. 

After becoming homeless, many families and individuals are 
helped through Supportive Housing programs, which pair a 
rental subsidy with case management and a variety of services 
that help participants out of homelessness. Local landlords 
are also needed for Shelter Diversion programs, which serve 
families who are living in doubled-up situations and identified as 
being at-risk of becoming literally homeless. 

Anyone with suitable property available for rent, that can pass a 
housing inspection, and who is willing to make a unit available 
to a homeless household in possession of a Supportive Housing 
rental subsidy should contact Strategies to End Homelessness at 
(513) 263-2799. 

Read more on our new website’s blog!
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We are asking you to join us today, in our movement to 
prevent and end homelessness in Cincinnati.  

Donate

Volunteer

Be a part of the solution and support our system of care. 

Lend us your talents! We can use your help, or we can connect you to one of our 
30 partner agencies for additional opportunities. 

We welcome the opportunity to speak to companies about our work. Contact us 
at info@end-homelessness.org or by calling (513) 263-2780. 

Educate

Connect Download the new Street Reach app!

Subscribe to email updates at www.strategiestoendhomelessness.org

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter @toEndHomeless

Our annual giving campaign is currently underway. 
Donate today to strategies proven to fight homelessness in Greater Cincinnati.
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